
CARLOS MUÑIZ ON EDUCATION 
 

Highlights: 
 

o Carlos Muñiz was nominated by Donald Trump to serve as general counsel for the Department of Education. 
 

o Carlos Muñiz provided consulting services to Career Education Corporation, which was accused of deceptive 
recruiting and misleading students. 

o While Muñiz was at the Department of Education, investigations into Career Education Corporation 
“went dark,” according to the New York Times. 

o It was unknown whether Muñiz had reduced himself from issues involving Career Education 
Corporation while he was at the Department of Education. 

 
o Carlos Muñiz was involved in the Florida attorney general’s decision not to bring legal action against Trump 

University. 
 

o Carlos Muñiz was lead counsel for Florida State University during a lawsuit brought on by a student who alleged 
she was raped by the football team’s quarterback. 

o The alleged victim said the university failed to investigate after the alleged assault. 
o The Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights investigated the incident. 
o Florida State University settled with the former student who alleged she was raped. 

 

Trump Nominated Muñiz To His Position As General Counsel For The 
Department Of Education 
 
TRUMP NOMINATED MUÑIZ TO SERVE AS GENERAL COUNSEL FOR THE 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
 
Trump Nominated Muñiz To Serve As General Counsel To Education Secretary Betsy DeVos. According to the 
Orlando Sentinel, “President Donald Trump has announced his intent to nominate Muniz to serve as general counsel to 
Education Secretary Betsy DeVos. The Senate would then consider the nomination of the Republican lawyer.” [Orlando 
Sentinel, 4/11/17] 
 
Muñiz Served As General Counsel For The Department Of Education. According to the Department of Education’s 
Office of the General Counsel, “Carlos G. Muñiz serves as general counsel for the Department of Education, where he leads 
the Office of the General Counsel, and provides legal and policy advice to the secretary of education and to other senior 
Department officials.” [Department of Education, Office of the General Counsel, 11/15/18] 
 

Muñiz Provided Consulting Services To Career Education Corporation, Which 
Was Accused Of Deceptive Recruiting Practices And Misleading Students 
 
MUÑIZ PROVIDED CONSULTING SERVICES TO CAREER EDUCATION 
CORPORATION, WHICH WAS ACCUSED OF DECEPTIVE RECRUITING 
PRACTICES AND MISLEADING STUDENTS 
 
Muñiz Provided Consulting Services To Career Education Corporation. According to Politico, “In addition, Trump’s 
pick to be the Education Department’s general counsel, Carlos Muñiz, is a lawyer who worked at the firm McGuireWoods, 
where he provided ‘consulting services’ to Career Education Corp . , according to his financial disclosure statement. The for-
profit education company is under multiple state investigations.” [Politico, 8/31/17] 
 
Career Education Corporation Was Accused Of Deceptive Recruiting Practices And Misleading Students Regarding 
The Potential Costs Of Programs 
 

https://www.orlandosentinel.com/2017/04/11/bondi-lawyer-with-trump-university-ties-up-for-us-education-job/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ogc/muniz.html
https://www.politico.com/story/2017/08/31/devos-trump-forprofit-college-education-242193


Career Education Corporation Was Accused Of Deceptive Recruiting Practices. According to NPR, “A for-profit 
higher education company will no longer collect nearly a half-billion dollars in student debt, now that the firm has reached 
settlements with 48 states and the District of Columbia. Nearly 180,000 students who took classes offered at Career Education 
Corp.'s dozens of campuses over the past 30 years won't have to repay loans they took out with the company. The total 
amount of the debt is $493 million, while the average amount per student nationally is $2,750. The settlements, announced 
Thursday, describe a pattern of deception that misled prospective students about the potential cost of enrolling in CEC's 
programs and their job prospects after graduation, among other issues. […] But the investigation launched by the state 
attorneys general in 2014 centered not on the quality of the education, but instead on how it was promoted. The states say 
CEC used ‘emotionally charged language emphasizing the pain in prospective students' lives to pressure them into enrolling,’ 
misrepresented how school credits could be transferred to other schools and told admissions counselors to withhold 
important information about tuition costs.” [NPR, 1/3/19] 
 
NPR: Career Education Corporation Was Accused Of Misleading “Prospective Students About The Potential Cost 
Of Enrolling In CEC's Programs And Their Job Prospects After Graduation.” According to NPR, “A for-profit higher 
education company will no longer collect nearly a half-billion dollars in student debt, now that the firm has reached 
settlements with 48 states and the District of Columbia. Nearly 180,000 students who took classes offered at Career Education 
Corp.'s dozens of campuses over the past 30 years won't have to repay loans they took out with the company. The total 
amount of the debt is $493 million, while the average amount per student nationally is $2,750. The settlements, announced 
Thursday, describe a pattern of deception that misled prospective students about the potential cost of enrolling in CEC's 
programs and their job prospects after graduation, among other issues.” [NPR, 1/3/19] 
 
While Muñiz Worked At The Department Of Education, Investigations Into Career Education Corporation “Went 
Dark,” Per The New York Times 
 
New York Times: While Muñiz Worked At The Department Of Education, Investigations Into Career Education 
Corporation “Went Dark.” According to the New York Times, “Members of a special team at the Education Department 
that had been investigating widespread abuses by for-profit colleges have been marginalized, reassigned or instructed to focus 
on other matters, according to current and former employees. The unwinding of the team has effectively killed investigations 
into possibly fraudulent activities at several large for-profit colleges where top hires of Betsy DeVos, the education secretary, 
had previously worked. […] In addition to DeVry, now known as Adtalem Global Education, investigations into Bridgepoint 
Education and Career Education Corporation, which also operate large for-profit colleges, went dark. Former employees of 
those institutions now work for Ms. DeVos as well, including Robert S. Eitel, her senior counselor, and Diane Auer Jones, a 
senior adviser on postsecondary education. Last month, Congress confirmed the appointment of a lawyer who provided 
consulting services to Career Education, Carlos G. Muñiz, as the department’s general counsel.” [New York Times, 5/13/18] 
 
The Department Of Education Would Not Confirm Whether Muniz Had Recused Himself From Issues Involving Career Education 
Corporation  
 
The Department Of Education Would Not Confirm Whether Muniz Had Recused Himself From Issues Involving 
Career Education Corporation. According to the New York Times, “Ms. Jones, the senior adviser on postsecondary 
education, has not recused herself from matters involving Career Education, where she previously worked, according to a list 
of recusals the department provided. The department did not say whether Mr. Muñiz had recused himself from issues 
involving the company.” [New York Times, 5/13/18] 
 

Muñiz Was Involved In The Florida Attorney General’s Decision Not To Bring 
Legal Action Against Trump University 
 
MUÑIZ WAS INVOLVED IN THE FLORIDA ATTORNEY GENERAL’S DECISION 
NOT TO BRING LEGAL ACTION AGAINST TRUMP UNIVERSITY 
 
Muñiz Was Involved In The Florida Attorney General’s Decision Not To Bring Legal Action Against Trump 
University. According to Politico, “Muñiz was also a top aide to Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi when she declined to 
bring legal action against Trump University, the now-defunct real estate seminar program run by the president. 
Emails obtained by The Associated Press show that Muñiz was included in discussions of student complaints about Trump’s 
real estate seminars and helped defend Bondi to reporters on the issue.” [Politico, 8/31/17] 
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Muñiz Helped Direct The Florida Attorney General’s Public Defense Regarding Trump University. According to the 
Orlando Sentinel, “Emails show Muniz did help direct Bondi’s public defense on the issue, including an October 2013 fact 
sheet distributed to reporters.” [Orlando Sentinel, 4/11/17] 
 
Politico: “Muñiz Was Included In Discussions Of Student Complaints About Trump’s Real Estate Seminars” 
 
Politico: “Muñiz Was Included In Discussions Of Student Complaints About Trump’s Real Estate Seminars.” 
According to Politico, “Muñiz was also a top aide to Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi when she declined to bring legal 
action against Trump University, the now-defunct real estate seminar program run by the president. Emails obtained by The 
Associated Press show that Muñiz was included in discussions of student complaints about Trump’s real estate seminars and 
helped defend Bondi to reporters on the issue.” [Politico, 8/31/17] 
 

Muñiz Was The Lead Attorney For Florida State University During A Lawsuit 
Brought On By A Student Who Alleged She Was Raped By The Football 
Team’s Quarterback 
 
MUÑIZ WAS THE LEAD ATTORNEY FOR FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY 
AGAINST A LAWSUIT BROUGHT BY A STUDENT WHO ACCUSED THE 
FOOTBALL TEAM’S QUARTERBACK OF RAPING HER 
 
Muñiz Was The Lead Attorney For Florida State University Against A Lawsuit Brought By A Student Who Accused 
The Football Team’s Quarterback Of Raping Her. According to the Associated Press, “Muniz, now in private practice, 
has also been the lead attorney defending Florida State University in a lawsuit by a former student who said the school failed 
to investigate after she said she was sexually assaulted by the star quarterback of the Seminoles’ 2013 national championship 
football team. The player was never charged with a crime by police in Tallahassee, and the state attorney’s office declined to 
pursue a criminal case against him.” [Associated Press, 4/11/17] 
 
The Alleged Victim Said Florida State Failed To Investigate After The Alleged Assault 
 
The Alleged Victim Said Florida State Failed To Investigate After The Alleged Assault. According to the Associated 
Press, “Muniz, now in private practice, has also been the lead attorney defending Florida State University in a lawsuit by a 
former student who said the school failed to investigate after she said she was sexually assaulted by the star quarterback of the 
Seminoles’ 2013 national championship football team. The player was never charged with a crime by police in Tallahassee, and 
the state attorney’s office declined to pursue a criminal case against him.” [Associated Press, 4/11/17]  
 
The Alleged Attacker Was Never Charged With A Crime 
 
The Alleged Attacker Was Never Charged With A Crime. According to the Associated Press, “The player was never 
charged with a crime by police in Tallahassee, and the state attorney’s office declined to pursue a criminal case against him.” 
[Denver Post, 4/11/17] 
 
Florida’s Attorney’s Office Did Not Pursue A Criminal Case Against The Alleged Attacker 
 
Florida’s Attorney’s Office Did Not Pursue A Criminal Case Against The Alleged Attacker. According to the 
Associated Press, “The player was never charged with a crime by police in Tallahassee, and the state attorney’s office declined 
to pursue a criminal case against him.” [Denver Post, 4/11/17] 
 
The Department Of Education’s Office Of Civil Rights Investigated The Incident 
 
The Department Of Education’s Office Of Civil Rights Investigated The Incident. According to the Associated Press, 
“An investigation by the Education Department’s Office of Civil Rights is still underway, presenting a potential conflict of 
interest if Muniz is confirmed.” [Denver Post, 4/11/17] 
 
Florida State University Settled With The Former Student Who Alleged She Was Raped 
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Florida State University Settled With The Former Student Who Alleged She Was Raped. According to Inside Higher 
Ed, “Florida State University has settled with the former student who said she was raped by the university's star quarterback in 
2012. The university on Monday announced that it agreed to pay the student, Erica Kinsman, and her lawyers $950,000, as 
well as to commit to a five-year plan for sexual assault awareness, prevention and training programs.” [Inside Higher Ed, 
1/25/16] 
 
 

https://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2016/01/26/florida-state-settles-student-sexual-assault-case

