Loeffler On Abortion

Highlights:

· Kelly Loeffler opposed abortion rights.
· Loeffler supported a national abortion ban.
· In her first week as senator, Loeffler cosponsored three anti-abortion bills.
· Loeffler introduced legislation that would have forced a 24-hour waiting period and mandatory counseling for women before they had an abortion.
· Loeffler introduced legislation to prohibit abortion providers from receiving COVID-19 aid.
· Loeffler called for the FDA to classify mifepristone as an “imminent hazard to the public health.”
· Loeffler supported Trump’s policy to restrict foreign aid to groups that supported abortion access abroad.
· The “global gag rule” prohibited foreign organizations from receiving U.S. global health assistance if they provided information, referrals, or services for legal abortion access.

· Kelly Loeffler was backed by anti-abortion groups.
· Loeffler earned support from SBA List.
· Loeffler was endorsed by National Right to Life.
· The Georgia Life Alliance spent $3 million in support of Loeffler’s 2020 campaign.

Loeffler Opposed Abortion Rights

Loeffler Supported A National Abortion Ban

Loeffler Supported Legislation That Would Make Abortions Illegal Across The Country After 20 Weeks Of Pregnancy. According to the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, “In her remarks, Loeffler tries to temper the critiques. She will say she believes the ‘abortion-on-demand agenda is immoral’ and that she would vote for legislation introduced by U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-SC, that would ban abortions after 20 weeks of pregnancy.” [Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 12/4/19]

AUDIO: Loeffler Claimed That “Recent Research” Showed That Fetuses Could Feel Pain Before The First 20 Weeks Of Pregnancy. According to Washington Watch with Tony Perkins via Soundcloud, “PERKINS: ‘Another measure that's going to be voted on by Senator Graham which is a measure which has been up before. And this simply says that after the period of roughly five months, when a baby feels pain, that at that point forward abortion should be prohibited. LOEFFLER: That’s right. […] I think it’s just common sense to say that 20 weeks is the minimum, the number we need to look at.” [Washington Watch with Tony Perkins via Soundcloud, 2/25/20]

In Her First Week As Senator, Loeffler Cosponsored Three Anti-Abortion Bills

In Her First Week As Senator, Loeffler Cosponsored Three Anti-Abortion Bills. According to the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, “U.S. Sen. Kelly Loeffler has six bills to her name after one week in office, and they point to an agenda that prioritizes support for President Donald Trump and boosting conservative causes. Since her Monday swearing in, she has cosponsored a half-dozen GOP bills including three anti-abortion measures. […] One of these bills would ban most abortions after 20 weeks of pregnancy, another would make permanent a rule restricting federal funding for abortion services and the third requires medical care for fetuses that are still alive after an abortion procedure.” [Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 1/10/20]

Loeffler Introduced Legislation That Would Have Forced A 24-Hour Waiting Period And Mandatory Counseling For Women Before They Had An Abortion
 
Loeffler Introduced Legislation That Would Force Women To Go Through A 24-Hour Waiting Period And Mandatory Counseling Before Having An Abortion. According to the American Independent, “The bill she recently introduced would require what is termed ‘informed consent,’ but is really a 24-hour waiting period with mandatory ‘counseling’ for anyone seeking an abortion. NARAL Pro-Choice Georgia director Laura Simmons said in a statement, ‘Introducing [this bill] is a fitting next step in Senator Loeffler's initiation into the extreme anti-choice movement that she hopes will fire up a fringe base needed to deliver her an electoral victory.’” [American Independent, 3/18/20]

· Loeffler’s Bill Would Also Require Doctors To Personally Counsel Abortion Patients, Which Could Increase The Cost Of Abortions. According to the American Independent, “It can also drive up the cost of abortions when, as they would be under Loeffler's bill, doctors are required to provide the information personally rather than allowing a nurse or other health care professional to deliver it.” [American Independent, 3/18/20]

Loeffler Introduced Legislation To Prohibit Abortion Providers From Receiving COVID-19 Aid

Loeffler Introduced Legislation That Would Allow Churches To Receive PPP Loans And Prevent Abortion Providers From Receiving COVID-19 Aid. According to a press release from Loeffler’s Senate office, “U.S. Senator Kelly Loeffler (R-Ga.) introduced legislation to allow larger nonprofits such as YMCAs and churches to receive Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans. U.S. Senators Kevin Cramer (R-N.D.), James Lankford (R-Okla.) and Mike Rounds (R-S.D.) joined Loeffler in introducing the Limiting Infant Fatality and Empowering Nonprofit Organization Workforces (LIFE NOW) Act. The LIFE NOW Act is part of Loeffler’s USA Restoring & Igniting the Strength of our Economy (USA RISE) Plan, a framework to reinvest in America, grow jobs and help families. The legislation will eliminate the affiliation rules and 500-employee cap for 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations to allow larger nonprofits to receive PPP loans. The LIFE NOW Act also prohibits taxpayer dollars from funding abortion providers.” [Office of Sen. Loeffler, Press Release, 5/13/20]
 
Loeffler Called For The FDA To Classify Mifepristone As An “Imminent Hazard To THe Public Health”

Loeffler Called On The FDA To Classify The Abortion Pill, Mifepristone, As An “Imminent Hazard To The Public Health.” According to a press release from Loeffler’s Senate office, “U.S. Senator Kelly Loeffler (R-Ga.) joined 20 senators in urging Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Commissioner Stephen Hahn to exercise the FDA’s authority to classify the abortion pill, Mifeprex (or mifepristone), as an ‘imminent hazard to the public health’ that poses a ‘significant threat of danger,’ a classification that would result in the removal of this pill from the U.S. Market.” [Office of Sen. Loeffler, Press Release, 9/2/20]

Loeffler Supported Trump’s Policy To Restrict Foreign Aid To Groups That Supported Abortion Access Abroad

Loeffler Supported Trump’s Abortion “Mexico City Policy,” Also Known As The “Global Gag Rule.” According to Loeffler’s Facebook page, “So grateful to have a pro-life president who is working tirelessly to protect the right to life. Under President Trump's leadership, we reinstated and strengthened the Mexico City Policy, which bans government funding of foreign abortion groups. On Thursday, I signed a letter encouraging the Administration to close a loophole in the policy that allows pro-abortion groups based in the U.S. to receive tax dollars. By making this change, we will defend the innocent unborn at home and abroad.” [Kelly Loeffler, Facebook, 1/24/20]

The “Global Gag Rule” Prohibited Foreign Organizations From Receiving U.S. Global Health Assistance If They Provided Information, Referrals, Or Services For Legal Abortion Access

The Global Gag Rule Prevented Foreign Organizations From Receiving U.S. Global Health Assistance If They Provided Information, Referrals, Services For Legal Abortions Or Advocated For Access To Abortion Services In Their Countries. According to Planned Parenthood, “The global gag rule (also known as the Mexico City policy) is a dangerous anti-abortion policy that risks the health and lives of women and girls around the world. The global gag rule prevents foreign organizations receiving U.S. global health assistance from providing information, referrals, or services for legal abortion or advocating for access to abortion services in their country — even with their own money.” [Planned Parenthood, Accessed 5/9/24]

Trump Reinstituted And Expanded The Global Gag Rule To Target Programs That Expanded Access To Contraception, Helped Prevent And Treat AIDS, Combated Malira, And Improved Maternal And Child Health. According to Planned Parenthood, “The global gag rule was first introduced by President Ronald Reagan in 1984. On January 23, 2017, in one of his first acts as president, President Donald Trump reinstated and expanded the global gag rule. As it stands currently, the rule targets international organizations that work on any programs funded by U.S. global health assistance — including programs to expand access to contraception, prevent and treat HIV/AIDS, combat malaria, and improve maternal and child health.” [Planned Parenthood, Accessed 5/9/24]

Loeffler Was Backed By Anti-Abortion Groups

Loeffler Earned Support From SBA List

The Anti-Choice Group Susan B. Anthony (SBA) List Endorsed Loeffler For Senate In 2020. According to Politico, “The anti-abortion group Susan B. Anthony List is backing Sen. Kelly Loeffler in her special election, a key endorsement for the Georgia Republican who will be battling against Rep. Doug Collins (R-Ga.) this fall. The endorsement is also notable because Loeffler had initially faced skepticism from conservative groups — including SBA List — when she was first appointed to the seat late last year.” [Politico, 2/11/20]

SBA List President Marjorie Dannenfelser Praised Loeffler As A “Strong Pro-Life, Pro-Woman Leader.” According to Politico, “But Loeffler has made inroads with conservatives since coming to the Senate by signing on to a slew of anti-abortion bills and railing against impeachment. ‘Her voice is needed in the Senate more than ever at this pivotal moment,’ said Susan B. Anthony List President Marjorie Dannenfelser, who called Loeffler a ‘strong pro-life, pro-woman leader.’” [Politico, 2/11/20]

Loeffler Met With Dannenfelser About Two Weeks After Her Senate Appointment. According to the Washington Examiner, “Despite a rocky start, it looks like Georgia’s soon-to-be-sworn-in senator, Kelly Loeffler, is winning over anti-abortion advocates. Thursday night, the Washington Examiner spotted her meeting with Marjorie Dannenfelser, president of Susan B. Anthony List. The meeting caught our attention because Dannenfelser had opposed Loeffler’s nomination, noting on Twitter that she served on the board of Grady Memorial Hospital, which has ties to Emory Medical School, which offers training for students on performing abortions.” [Washington Examiner, 12/20/19]

Loeffler Was Endorsed By National Right To Life 

The National Right to Life Committee Endorsed Loeffler For Senate In 2020. According to the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, “U.S. Sen. Kelly Loeffler landed the endorsement Tuesday of a prominent anti-abortion organization […] The National Right to Life Committee’s president, Carol Tobias, called Loeffler ‘one of the strongest and most vocal pro-life advocates in Washington’ and praised the former financial executive’s support for abortion restrictions in Congress.” [Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 5/5/20]

The Georgia Life Alliance Spent $3 Million In Support Of Loeffler’s 2020 Campaign

The Anti-Abortion Georgia Life Alliance Spent $3 Million In Support Of Loeffler’s 2020 Campaign. According to the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, “This weekend, a mailer from Georgia Life Alliance began hitting Georgia voters, part of a $3 million anti-abortion campaign announced last month. It praises Loeffler for her first votes in January: ‘...After just being sworn into office, Senator Loeffler has also voted to confirm strong conservatives to the bench, while supporting pro-life measures that limit abortions after 20 weeks and prevent tax dollars from funding abortions.’” [Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 2/10/20]
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